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Life Skills Class Helps Special Students
Navigate Real-World Experiences
Ms. DeMoulpied was more excited than usual to see her students
this fall. After a summer apart and months of virtual learning, she
missed the group that she calls a family.
“Returning to school was like a family reunion. My students were so
excited to see each other,” she said.
Ms. DeMoulpied teaches Life Skills, a class customized for
Kingsley’s most unique learners. Every week, she helps her group
navigate new experiences, like grocery shopping, cooking, going to
a bank, or tending a garden.
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She started the classes four years ago when she noticed some
students struggling in their Gen Ed classes. (continued on page 2)
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Life Skills (continued)
“I saw some of these kids sitting in their math class, and
they couldn’t do it. To me, it was like, wow, they could be
doing so much more. So I told the principal, ‘you know, I’d
really like to start a life skills class,’” said Ms. DeMoulpied.
“We did that and now these students get instruction at
their level, they can actually master skills, and then they
can go out and be included in their other classes. It’s the
best of both worlds.”
Her class runs a business called the Kingsley Coffee
Crew. Each student has a job: barista, manager, delivery,
and more. Every Friday, they make and deliver coffee to
staff members. Their earnings fund all their field trips.
In October, her crew spent their earnings on a longawaited treat: going to a restaurant together for the first
time since the pandemic.
“Their job was knowing what they were going to order,
making eye contact with the waitress, speaking clearly,
and using good manners,” said Ms. DeMoulpied.

At their breakfast, one of her students tried bacon for the first
time. It's these little moments of growth that make her so
excited.
"It's always good to try new things! We all celebrate our
breakthroughs because we're all so close. We know each
other's quirks and what each of us is working on," she said.
Other adventures planned for the school year include going
to the movies, raising butterflies, and sponsoring a family-inneed this holiday season.
“My goal is to foster independence. I want them to be able to
navigate in the community and have a purpose in life,” said
Ms. DeMoulpied.
“Each and every one of them is unique. They each have their
own strength. I try to find that strength and really hone in on
that so that someday, whatever they decide to do, they can
use that strength.”
By Chloe Kiple

First Grade Fall Fun

I'm always
chasing
the
bigger,
First graders spent a day exploring Rennie Orchards. The field trip, which first grade teacher Ms. Wolf calls the “best” of the
year, includes hay rides, picking pumpkins and apples, running through a corn maze, and a lesson on apple cider making.

faster

“It’s all about the experience for the kids,” said Ms. Wolf. “Some kids don’t get to go to an orchard, or a pumpkin patch
(without this field trip).” "We love to get outdoors any chance that we get!” added Ms. Bielas.

races."

FOURTH GRADE:
ELECTRIFIED!
Kingsley fourth graders got a visit
from DTE Energy last month to
learn about energy-efficiency.
DTE reps talked about all the
ways students use power in their
homes, and the different
strategies they can take to cut
down their energy use.
Every student was given a “Take
Action” kit which included LED
light bulbs, high-efficiency
faucets, shower times, pipe
insulation, and more!

PRESCHOOL: ALL WORK AND PLAY
By Chloe Kiple
Every day is a new adventure in preschool: from play time with friends,
to creating a masterpiece painting at the easel. Recently, Kingsley
preschoolers completed studies about families and nutrition.

DTE is offering several grants to
teachers participating in the
program. Teachers can use the
grants to purchase exciting new
science materials for their
classrooms.

Soon, they'll start a unit on autumn. In the spring, they'll head to the
farm to learn about the animals and where their food comes from.
"We'll do a lot of nature walks in the upcoming weeks to look for fall
leaves and signs of fall," said teacher Ærin Graves.
While the academics and lessons are important, preschool teacher Ms.
Ellen LaTulip says the focus on learning soft-skills is even more
critical.
“Everybody always talks about learning letters and numbers, but you
can't really learn that kind of stuff, even when you go to kindergarten, if
you don't have those social emotional skills,” she said.
"I don’t think parents even realize all that we do to get them ready, like
teaching them to stand in line, sit on the carpet, etc. So I think that’s a
huge part of it,” Ms. Abby Preston added.
Preschool is not just another daycare option. It's a rich learning
environment and experience for the kids.
"A lot of times, people think all we do is play," said teacher Jessica
Klein. "We do play, but we're also teaching them how to interact with
their peers, and to solve problems and regulate their emotions. There's
a lot of learning that people are unaware of."
As students learn to navigate the world around them, these little ones
often teach their teachers lessons about life as well.
"They don't judge people. They love anybody. We have some kids that
are different, and they just accept it, that's just who they are," said Ms.
Melissa Porter.

Athletes of the Week
October 18,2021
Isabell Peltier is a runner for the
varsity Stags cross country team.
Last Tuesday, Isabell had a career
personal record time of 21:32 at the
Benzie Central Northwest
Conference Jamboree earning her
2nd team All-Northwest Conference
honors.
Isabell also excels at track & field
for Kingsley while carrying a perfect
3.38 grade point average.
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Kingsley Band Notes
by Jena Van Wagner
Picture Credit: Michelle Keem Smith

The Kingsley Marching Stags have had a great year
performing at home football games and the Thirlby
Marching Expo. This year's Riverdance show was a
big hit with the crowds.
Members of the High School Concert Band will be
auditioning in early November for spots in the district
Honor Band. Those selected will perform a concert on
December 5 in Harbor Springs.
Kingsley will host Solo & Ensemble in February. The
public is welcome to attend to hear some of the finest
student musicians perform.
The much loved Band Carnival will feature past
favorites and some new fun as well. Sponsorships
and raffle sales will begin early next year.
Band Decals are available for sale at all band events
and in the High School and Middle School offices.
These are $10 each and really jazz up your ride!
Checks can be made out to the Kingsley Band
Boosters.

Calendar
High School Band and Choir Concert
December 9 at 7 p.m. in the KHS gym
Middle School Band Concert
December 16 at 7 p.m. at Middle School
Solo & Ensemble
February 5, 2022
Band Carnival
March 18, 2022

BUS DRIVERS NEEDED
Are you looking for a way to help your child, school, and community? What about a part-time job driving a school bus?

Starting wage is $15.34 an hour

PLUS a $1,500 signing bonus
Paid training, CDL, and physical

Morning and afternoon hours
Holidays and Weekends off
Be on the same schedule
as your kids!

If this sounds interesting to you, please apply online at:
www.applitrack.com/kingsley/onlineapp

