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I am proud to share an update high-
lighting the many accomplishments and 
positive momentum taking place across 
Kingsley Area Schools. Our students, 
staff , and families continue to 
demonstrate what can be achieved 
through hard work, commitment, and a 
shared belief in excellence.

This year has been especially mem-
orable for our student-athletes. Our 
volleyball team captured a State Cham-
pionship, bringing tremendous pride to 
our school and community. In addition, 
our football team advanced to the state 
fi nals, showcasing perseverance, team-
work, and sportsmanship at the highest 
level. These achievements refl ect not 
only athletic talent, but also the 
dedication of our coaches and the 
support of our community.

Our music programs continue to excel: 
14 musicians participated in Honors 
Band, and Lance Dubay was named 
Band Director of the Year for the region.

Our academic and leadership programs

are also thriving. The Kingsley JROTC program 
is growing and excelling, providing students with 
valuable leadership skills, with valuable lead-
ership skills, discipline, and opportunities for 
service. We are also proud to celebrate a National 
Merit Scholar Semifi nalist, an outstanding accom-
plishment that refl ects 
academic excellence and strong preparation.

At the heart of all our success are our teachers 
and staff . We’re fortunate to have high-quality 
educators who are deeply committed to students 
and continually work to strengthen instruction. 
Through rigorous academic programming and a 
focus on student growth, we are preparing learn-
ers for success in college, careers, and life.

Looking ahead, the future is bright. With strong 
community support, dedicated staff , and motivat-
ed students, we are well-positioned to continue 
building on our successes. Together, we will keep 
moving forward, ensuring that Kingsley remains a 
place where students are challenged, supported, 
and inspired to reach their full potential.

********ECRWSSEDDM******
POSTAL CUSTOMER



Stag Snapshots

Thank you to Schmuckal Oil
for donating boots & winter

gear to our students!

Senior Mary Bauer earned a
Northwestern Michigan Chapter of the

Military Officers Association of
America Scholarship!

Fifth grade teamed up with 8  grade
sustainable science to grow and eat

their own leafy greens!

th

Kingsley Elementary Stags of the Month earned a
lunch with school resource officer Deputy Roelofs!

Ian Mitchell, Ryan Roelofs, Adam Wilcoxen, Braden
Marsh, and Aiden Hunt (not pictured) earned grants from
the Flint Science & Engineering Fair for their projects!

Señora Acosta’s Spanish students
enjoyed cuisine from Hispanic cultures

The Traverse City Rotary recently hosted the
KHS NJROTC to learn more about the unit.

Mrs. Peterson hosts guest speakers to help students
learn about different post-high school paths. her
brother, Captain Dan Warren, Coast Guard (retired)
stopped by to talk about his time in the military and

answer questions.

Fourth graders earned 500 Stag Tags for good
behavior and were rewarded with a movie day!

Congratulations to senior
wrestler Isaiah Cosgrove who
notched his 100  career win!th

Ms. Kubesh’s mom hand-made
crowns with all of her students’

initials on them! So cute!

SNOW MUCH FUN!
Mrs. Jankiewicz’s students stopped by the board of
education meeting to teach trustees math skills!
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Varsity Wrestlers Visit Elementary P.E. Class

Going Viral!

KMS Celebrates Nat’l Inclusion Week

Meet Your 2026 Cherry Festival Royalty

Stuff-a-Bus Success!

KMS C l b t N t’l I l i W k
Students and staff  from the middle school’s Special Olympics Unifi ed 
School program passed out pencils and positive messages in honor of 
National Inclusion Week! As a unifi ed school member, special education 
and neurodivergent students in KMS’ Peer to Peer program team up with 
their general ed classmates to learn and practice a sport together. They 
have chosen to play Bocce!

Students in Ms. Tiff any Smith’s middle 
school science class participated in a 
hands-on lab that modeled how an 
infectious disease can spread. 

As students rotated through classroom 
stations, they unknowingly collected 
“exposures,” which were later tested: 
if the liquid in their cup turned pink, it 
meant they were infected.

Wearing doctor coats, students stepped into the role of medical professionals while 
learning about disease transmission, prevention, and real-world scientifi c practices. 
The activity sparked strong engagement and thoughtful discussion. Thank you so 
much to the Phi Chapter of the Geraldine Pagel Grant program for funding the lab coats!

Bow down! First graders Briar Washburn and Tripper Guy have been selected 
as Kingsley Elementary’s National Cherry Festival Prince and Princess. This 
summer, they will serve as junior cherry ambassadors and will sit on the throne 
of the school’s fl oat in the Community and Cherry Royale Parades during the 
Cherry Festival. 25 local elementary schools will be represented in the parades. 
“I feel very excited,” said Briar. “I’m looking forward to the [fl oat] contest. I’m 
excited to be on it!” 

Over the holiday break, the Kingsley 
Transportation Department hosted a food 
drive at Northland Food Market and stuff ed 
an entire bus with donations for neighbors 
in need!

VOLLEYBALL TEAM GIVES PRINCIPAL A MAKEOVER
You’ve got to see it to believe it. Earlier this year, Kingsley High School Principal Chris 
Rapes made an agreement with the volleyball team: if they won the State Champion-
ship, he’d let them cut and color his hair any way they’d like. After a record-breaking 
season culminating in a State Title, the girls buzzed Mr. R’s head and got very creative 
with the hair dye. Head over to our Facebook and Instagram Reels to see the [hilarious] fi nal 
result!



KHS Musicians 
Participate in 
Honors Band

This winter, 14 Kingsley musicians partici-
pated in the MSBOA District 2 Honor Band.

Just 70 northern Michigan 
students were accepted into the ensemble 
which was led by Dr. Christopher Chapman 
from 
Central Michigan University and hosted at 
Harbor Springs high school. 

Congratulations:
Izzy Scarbrough- fl ute

Lillian Fishman- clarinet
Maddison Robinson- clarinet

Payton Nelson- bassoon
Malachi Sterk- tenor sax

Eli Mitchell- bari sax
Levi Sterk- trumpet

Mary Bauer- trumpet
Laura Johnson- trumpet

Landon Kaleita- horn
Sid Holland- trombone

Jonny Gramza- trombone
Nat Crawford- euphonium

Morgan DeVries- percussion

Support KAS Choir!
The high school choir will be attending 
Choral Festival in Gaylord on February 
23, and the middle school choir will be 
attending Choral Festival at Traverse 

City West High School on February 24. 

Email Choir Director Annabelle Rowbal 
at arowbal@kingsleyschools.org for 

more info or to learn more.

Preschool Application Now 
Available for 2026-2027

4-year-olds will Apply for GSRP: Free State 
Funded Preschool

To apply for a GSRP slot, parents will need to 
email Kristin Goethals at
kgoethals@kingsleyschools.org or go to 
NMCAA.net to set up an appointment and 
indicate Kingsley Preschool Program as their 
fi rst choice of schools. 

The appointments are done in collaboration 
with NMCAA for Kingsley GSRP and Han-
nah Headstart slots. The GSRP slots are for 
students who are four years old by September 
1 st 2026. GSRP slots will fi rst be off ered to 
qualifying at-risk families based on a series of 
risk factors including low family income and 
then to other families. 

Families qualifying for GSRP after their 
appointment will be asked to designate a fi rst 
choice and second choice of program loca-
tions. Students may also be off ered a Hannah 
Headstart slot if they qualify. The state qual-
ifi es students through June and acceptance 
letters are mailed at that time. 

Hours of operation are 8:30-3:15 Monday 
through Thursday. ALL students who will be 
four need to complete this application due to 
the state language around universal preschool.

3-year-olds will Apply for Tuition Preschool

The tuition-based program is open to any 
family whose child is 30 months of age up to 
school age, and is potty trained, and will fi rst 
be fi lled with three-year-olds. 

There are no income qualifi ers to be accepted 
into the program, and the cost is $36 per day 
(for the 2025-26 year, subject to change). The 
$36 per day includes lunch, a morning snack, 
and an afternoon snack. Program options 
include Tuesday/Thursday, Monday/Wednes-
day/Friday, or Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/
Thursday/Friday. Space is limited. 

If three-year-olds don’t fi ll all the spaces we 
will fi ll in with four-year-olds. Filling out a pre-
registration form does NOT guarantee enroll-
ment. Letters will be mailed in May verifying 
acceptance. Hours of operation are 7:45 am to 
3:45 pm.

Fill out and mail the below form to:

Kingsley Elementary School
Attn: Kristin Goethals
311 Clark St. 
Kingsley, MI 49649



Kingsley Elementary is “Beating 
the Odds” in Reading

A new report from The 74, an education-focused news outlet, 
analyzed more than 10,000 districts across the country to fi nd 
the schools that are helping their students read and succeed. 

Kingsley Elementary is a notable bright spot – with data show-
ing that third grade reading scores are much higher than ex-
pected for a school with similar demographics.

Their analysis compared reading scores and income levels from 
more than 40,000 individual schools to examine their predicted 
versus actual literacy rate.

Based on national comparisons with demographically similar 
schools, Kingsley Elementary was only expected to have a 43% 
reading profi ciency rate. In reality, 70% of our third graders are 
reading at their grade level! 

“Our teachers and staff  work tirelessly to push students to reach 
their potential and we are not satisfi ed until each student is 
making gains,” said Principal Goethals. We believe that regard-
less of where students come from, they have the ability. We just 
have to fi gure out how to tap into it.”

According to the report, Kingsley Elementary is in the top 5% of 
schools nationwide in terms of reading success. 

Kingsley Elementary hosts several reading events throughout 
the year, including Literacy Night which encourages parents 
and guardians to learn new ways to engage their children at 
home. 

In March, the entire school celebrates Reading Month with 
all-school assemblies, guest readers, reading challenges, and 
spirit days to get students excited about books and learning. 

NJROTC Ball Celebrates 
Tradition and Achievement

By GySgt Barr
NJROTC Instructor
mbarr@kingsleyschools.org

The Kingsley NJROTC proudly 
hosted its inaugural Stag Ball, 
an evening of tradition, cama-
raderie, and celebration of the 
battalion’s achievements.

The event was made espe-
cially memorable with Rear 
Admiral Frost serving as our 
esteemed Guest of Honor, 
lending his presence and 
words of encouragement to 
our cadets.

The evening featured a formal 
program, including toasts, rec-
ognition of outstanding cadets, 
and the time-honored Grog 
Ceremony, which combined 
humor and tradition in true 
NJROTC fashion. 

Cadets demonstrated their 
leadership, discipline, and 
esprit de corps throughout 
the evening, showcasing the 
values of Honor, Courage, and 
Commitment that defi ne our 
program.

Rear Admiral Frost’s remarks 
highlighted the importance 
of leadership, service, and 
perseverance, inspiring cadets 
to continue striving for excel-
lence both in NJROTC and 
beyond. 

His engagement with the stu-
dents, along with the support 
of families, staff , and fellow 
cadets, made the event a 
remarkable success.

The inaugural Stag Ball was 
not just a celebration, but a 
testament to the dedication 
and hard work of our cadets.

It set a high standard for future 
events and strengthened 
the bonds of the Kingsley 
NJROTC family.

We look forward to continuing 
this tradition and building on 
the success of this fi rst historic 
evening.



8th Grade Visits USCG

Kingsley Bus Driver Retiring 
After 30 Years in District

KHS RPG Club Brings 
Together Game Lovers 

Speed Training Keeps Stags 
in Shape Through Winter

Life Sciences Earns Grant

Eighth graders recently got a behind-the-scenes 
tour of Traverse City’s US Coast Guard Air Sta-
tion, where they explored the base’s hangar, went 
inside a rescue helicopter, and learned about res-
cue operations and how “Coasties” keep the Great 
Lakes region safe.

There is no off -season for Coach Jason Morrow and his 
athletes! He is hosting Winter Speed Training for more than 
100 elementary, middle school, and high school athletes 
leading up to their spring sports 
seasons. The free, afterschool training focuses on stride 
mechanics, power, and mobility. 

“We want to be the fastest school in Michigan. The only 
way to do that is to run as fast as you can, 
multiple times per week,” said Coach Morrow. 

Speed training is free and open to everyone. High school 
sessions are after school Tuesdays and Thursdays. Email 
jmorrow@kingsleyschools.org for more info.

The RPG club unites game enthusiasts. Every week, 
they gather in Mr. Sias’ room to play. Students are cur-
rently in the middle of a Dungeons and Dragons 
campaign. 

Ms. Tiff any Smith’s classroom has brand new 
models to integrate into their new life sciences 
curriculum thanks to a generous grant from Great 
Lakes Energy! We are so thankful for community 
support of our schools.

Jim Ames has been the man 
behind the wheel of bus 18A 
on the giraff e route for 30 
years, safely transporting 
thousands of students to 
and from school. At 80 years 
old, he’s ready for his next 
adventure: retirement and a 
road trip to Alaska with his 
wife. Congratulations, Jim!



STAGS RIDE THE HIGH 
AFTER GREATEST 

ATHLETIC SEASON IN 
RECENT MEMORY

2025 was a thrilling year to be a Stag fan: 
last fall, the Kingsley football and volleyball 
teams advanced to State Finals, with the 
Lady Stags securing the school’s fi rst ever 
state title, and the boys becoming State 
runner ups.

Sophomore cross country runner Tristan 
Hernandez earned fi rst-team honors after 
becoming a D3 All-State fi nisher with a time 
of 16:15 at the MHSAA State Finals.

Female rugby players from Kingsley helped 
lead the Traverse City Alliance team to a 
State Championship matchup.

“The fall sports season was arguably the 
most successful season, certainly since I’ve 
been here, and probably in school history,” 
said Athletic Director Mitch Miggenburg.

Another impressive accomplishment was 
made on the soccer pitch. The varsity boys 
team had their most successful season in 
recent memory.

“That story was unfortunately in the back-
ground because of our two other sports 
competing in state fi nals,” said Mr. Miggen-
burg. “As recently as four years ago, they 
were 0-17, this year, they turned it around 
to win a playoff  game and fi nish in the top 
half of our conference.”

“John Vermilya joined as the new head 
coach this year and was able to turn things 
around quickly in a competitive league,” 

He also acknowledged the contributions of 
previous coaches.

Through all the action, the Kingsley com-
munity and beyond stepped up to cheer on 
the Stags.

“We have unbelievable support anyways, 
regardless of if we’re successful or not. But 
we see it on a bigger scale when we’re on a 
run. People are taking notice not just in our 
community but in the surrounding areas. It’s 
amazing to see the support.”

Top to bottom: Stag fans cheer on the 
football team at Ford Field during the State 
Final game against Lumen Christi (credit 
to JG Photography); Tristan Hernandez 
competes in the regular season; the football 
team punches their ticket to Ford Field and 
celebrates their semifi nal win versus Kent 
City; Kingsley’s rugby players on the TC 
Alliance team.

Football Coaches 
Awarded

Student Athletes 
of the Week

After a stunning season 
and becoming Division 6 
State runner ups, 
assistant coach Mike 
Arlt, left, was awarded 
Special Assistant Coach 
of the Year and Jason 
Morrow and Tim Wooer 
(below) were awarded 
Region 1 Coaches of the 
Year from the Michigan 
High School Football 
Coaches Association.

Congratulations to our A. Papano’s Student 
Athletes of the Week: Brody Wolf (top left): Bro-
dy scored 16 points and had seven rebounds 
versus Bellaire; Ryan Roelofs (top right): Ryan 
played a crucial part in the Stags’ off ensive 
line that led them to the State Championship 
matchup; Jenna Middleton (bottom left): Jenna 
led the volleyball team to their fi rst ever state 
championship and was selected as the Prep Dig 
D3 player of the year among other honors. 
AdeLynn Town (bottom right): AdeLynn is a se-
nior on the varsity softball team and signed her 
letter of intent to play softball at Mid Michigan 
Community College. 



ALEX STERK

JOE VOROBYOV ELI MITCHELL

AIZLYN MCKINLEY

DELANEY CASE

ALEX FIGUEROA

NOW HIRING

applitrack.com/kingsley/onlineapp
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REGISTER FOR KINDERGARTEN!
If you have a child that will be fi ve years of age on or before September 1, 2026, and 
you plan to enroll your child in Kindergarten for the 2026-2027 school year, please 
complete the form below and return it to:

Kingsley Elementary School
Attn: Erin Lefl er
311 Clark Street
Kingsley, MI 49649

Kindergarten Roundup will be June 16&17 from 8:30AM-2:30PM. You will receive a 
reminder postcard about this in May.

BUS DRIVERS
$1500 BONUS

• $23.25 PER HOUR
• AM & PM ROUTES AVAILABLE
• FREE TRAINING
• FREE CDL + CERTIFICATION

Scan the QR 
code to learn 
more or apply 

now.

FA
LL

 A
TH

LE
TI

C
 H

O
N

O
R

S


