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Double Duty: Kingsley Teachers Step
Up to Drive School Buses
"The best part is the kids. You're the first person they see in
the morning. You're the last person they see at night. It's
rewarding to see the kids strive."
By day, they teach band, environmental science, special
education, social studies, health and PE. But when the bell
rings, Lance Dubay, Boone Scharp, Renee Thon, Bob Keena
and Ben Summerfield drive routes to get our kids safely to
and from school. (Continued on page 2).
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Cover Story: Kingsley Teachers Step up to Drive School Bus Routes
Every day looks different for
Kingsley band director Lance
Dubay.
When he's not conducting the
middle
and
high
school
ensembles, he's behind the wheel
of a big yellow school bus, helping
the district fill its ongoing need for
drivers.
"The music program is my first
job, and I make sure my kids are
being taken care of. Driving a bus
in-between means that I have to
come in early and stay late."
He's not the only Kingsley teacher
who's pulling double duty.
Elementary P.E. teacher Ben
Summerfield, Special Education
aide Renee Thon, Wilderness
teacher Boone Scharp, and social
studies/health teacher Bob Keena
all drive routes in addition to their
positions in the classrooms.

"The more years I stayed, I realized
this is more than just a job," said
Renee Thon. "One day, you realize
you have not only been their school
bus driver, but you have earned
their trust. I enjoy seeing them go
from
starting
kindergarten
to
graduation in a blink of an eye."
Ben Summerfield started driving a
few years ago when the school was
short on drivers. He says a lot of
people seem intimidated by bus
driving, but it's not as hard as you
might think.
"Some people are worried about the
behavior. For the most part, we
have pretty well-behaved kids in our
school district," he said.
Environmental Science Wilderness
teacher Boone Scharp got his CDL
and driver certifications 12 years
ago to bus his students to field trips
and adventures.

"You
can’t
have
life-changing
experiences sitting at a table all day,"
said Boone Scharp. "Becoming a bus
driver offered me that opportunity to
take kids climbing and caving, winter
camping, and being all together,"
He also drives a regular bus route in
the mornings and after school.
"Some people call me Mr. Frizzle! I
have 27 years of teaching under my
belt, and these years with the bus
driver opportunity are my best years."
The Kingsley Transportation Department is looking
to hire more school bus drivers. The district will
pay for your training and is offering a $1500
signing
bonus.
To
apply
visit
www.applitrack.com/kingsley/onlineapp

SIGN UP FOR KINDERGARTEN!
If you have a child that will be 5 years old on or before September 1, 2022, and you plan to
enroll your child in Kindergarten for the 2022-2023 school year, complete the form below.

Please mail to:
Kingsley Elementary
School
Attn: Erin Lefler
311 Clark Street
Kingsley, MI 49649
Visit
www.kingsleyschools.org
for more information.

FARM LAB VISITS ELEMENTARY
The Michigan Farm Bureau mobile FARM lab stopped by
Kingsley Elementary in March. Students learned all about
Michigan's agriculture and how food is grown and raised. Did
you know that Michigan produces 300+ commodities, second
only behind California? In this hands-on experience, students
got to see how Michigan’s agriculture impacts their daily lives
and the state economy.

SIXTH GRADERS EAT PIE ON "PI DAY" 3/14
Math has never been so delicious! On Monday, 3.14,
sixth grade math teacher Alissa Bunek helped her
students celebrate “Pi Day” by finding out where the
ratio comes from and eating some yummy pie, too.

KES ELEBRATES OUT-OF-THISWORLD READING MONTH
C

March is Reading Month and this year’s theme was Out-of-thisWorld! Our KES students and staff celebrated by logging their
reading minutes, hosting multiple galactic-themed dress up
days, attending a Readers are Leaders assembly, and awarding
prizes for good readers.

DINING STAFF OOKS UP GREEN
TREATS FOR ST. PATRI K S DAY
C

C

'

Kingsley was seeing GREEN this St. Patrick's day! Cafeteria staff
competed in a Shamrock Showdown, with each school's dining team
competing for the best St. Patrick’s Day themed lunch. Their food
included rainbow cornbread, Lucky Charm parfaits, green pizzas,
shamrock-shaped pretzel buns, green mashed potatoes, and more! It
was a fierce competition but ultimately KHS' cafeteria won!

STUDENT ATHLETES OF THE WEEK
RE OGNIZED FEB 21-MAR 14
C

Congratulations, Cylie Wooley (pictured, left) for qualifying in the firstever all-girls Wrestling State Finals at Ford Field; Grace Lewis for
scoring 16 points at the Stag's basketball game against Leland; Aidan
Shier for being the Wrestling Division 3 runner-up in the 152-pound
weight class; and to Gavyn Merchant, for finishing the Wrestling
season with a 37-4 record and as a Division 3 District and Regional
champion.

Kingsley Music Bulletins
Event Calendar
KMS Solo & Ensemble
April 9 I All Day
Boyne City High School
This event is open to the
public and many Kingsley
musicians will be performing
in hopes of achieving a 1
rating.
KHS Choir Dessert Concert
April 18 I 7:00PM
Kingsley HS Commons
KMS Band Spring Concert
May 11 I 7:00PM
Kingsley HS Gym

Kingsley Band Notes
by Jena Van Wagner
Middle School Honor Band was a huge success. The four
musicians representing Kingsley had a great time learning from
former Kingsley Band Director and guest conductor Tom Clair.
High School Honor Band performed in Harbor Springs with
ten Kingsley musicians. What an amazing concert guestconducted by Dr. Stephen Grugin, Director of Bands at
Northern Michigan University.
The Kingsley Jazz Prism performed in the Northern Michigan
University Jazz Festival held March 25 & 26. In addition to
participating in clinics and getting to play prepared pieces, the
group was asked to be an opening act for Mike Tomaro at the
evening show.
The largest band fundraiser of the year is happening now:
the Meat Raffle! Buy your ticket from any band student or
booster or by emailing kingsleybandboosters@gmail.com.
Tickets are $5 and the drawing will happen at the KHS spring
band concert on May 19. See our flyer on page 12. As always,
our band is great because of the support we receive from the
families, school, friends and community. Thank you!

KMS Choir Spring Concert
May 18 I 7:00PM
Kingsley MS Gym

KHS Band Spring Concert
May 19 I 7:00PM
Kingsley HS Gym

KHS Choir Spring Concert
May 26 I 7:00PM
Kingsley HS Gym

Left: KMS Honor Band, shown left to right: Kylie LeVasseur, Carolyn
Wolf, Alex Ottman, Levi Sterk and Director Lance Dubay. Right:
KHS Honor Band at their performance in Harbor Springs. Left to
right: Jacob Durga, Isabelle Goldammer, Kaitlyn Wysocki, Emma
Reuther, Kati Smith, Caylan Schaub, Nik Van Wagner, Mara Van
Wagner, Trenton Wazny, Marisa Graham and Director Lance
Dubay. Photos courtesy of Jena Van Wagner.

KMS HIRES
NEW
PRINCIPAL
Kingsley Schools is excited to welcome Heather
Miller to the district following the resignation of
former middle school principal Richard Watson.
We are thankful to Mr. Carmean and Mr. Guy for
filling in during the interim.

Heather Miller will take over as the new Kingsley
Middle School principal on July 1, 2022.
The Lansing-area native got her undergraduate degree
in zoology from Michigan State University and worked
at SeaWorld and the Magic Kingdom before realizing
her passion for teaching children. She later got her
teaching degree from Oakland University and went on
to teach middle school in the Orlando, Florida area.
She joins Kingsley Schools with 20+ years in education
as a middle school science teacher and assistant
principal in Central Florida.
Ms. Miller says she has family in the Interlochen area
and spent many summers Up North at her family's
cabin in East Jordan. She says she is excited to live in
Northern Michigan where there will be plenty of space
for her three dogs to play!

I am really impressed with Kingsley
Schools. You can tell that it's a very
close-knit community that takes a lot of
pride in the school system. I'm
excited to meet the students and the
staff and to help them realize their
dream and their visions moving forward.
Middle school is a passion of mine.
They’re kind of coming into their own
and they need people who get it and
remember what that's like and can
empathize with them and navigate the
troubled waters of adolescence."

MENTAL HEALTH MUSINGS
with Middle School Counselor Olivia Wiltjer

Kingsley Hosts Motivational Speaker to Spread Messages of Love
and the Importance of Never Giving Up
On March 1, Kingsley Schools hosted

"I am so proud of all of our students for

renowned motivational speaker

allowing themselves to feel emotions

Terrence Talley to spread a message

that maybe they didn’t want to feel in

that staff say students really needed to

that moment and I am even more proud

hear: Don’t Give Up.

of them all for the empathy they shared
for those who have been through the

The high-energy assembly started with

unthinkable."

a teacher dance-off and included a
musical performance. Terrence told life

Since the assembly, she says she's

stories and used powerful testimony to

noticed a more positive atmosphere in

impress the importance of determination

the hallways.

and supporting each other through hard
times.

"This assembly made me realize
there’s other people who feel the

He had the whole school laughing one

same as me and people who are

minute and crying the next, and the

going through really tough times. It

assembly ended with students lined up

also made me realize that there are

to hug their teachers.

people who are willing to help," said
one Kingsley student.

“There are truly no words to describe
the feeling in the room,” said KMS

Kingsley Schools encourages any

Counselor Olivia Witljer. “It was

student who may be feeling depressed,

absolutely heartwarming to watch as

upset, or anxious to utilize the following

students and staff embraced each other

resources:

and reminded each other that we are
here for each other.”

Kingsley Counselors, Mrs. Ruby Elementary, Miss Wiltjer - Middle

Ms. Wiltjer says everyone has felt the

School, Miss Gervais and Mrs.

weight of the pandemic and the

Heitmeyer - High School, Kingsley Staff,

assembly was a reminder that everyone

K-Town Therapists, OK2SAY, FAST

is in this together.

Team and the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline, 800-273-8255.

Top left: KHS staff members hug
students following the assembly. Top
middle: Mrs. Tiffany Smith dances
with students at KMS. Top right:
Rowan Grant-O'Mara
hugs Mr. Bob
Shoaff. Above: Speaker Terrence
Talley speaks to Kingsley students

"I feel that it is always important to
remind students that they matter and
aren’t alone," said Ms. Wiltjer.

Article by Chloe Kiple
Photos by Chloe Kiple & Olivia
Wiltjer

BOE Information
Our Board of Education meets
monthly for regularly scheduled
meetings at 7PM in the High
School library. Special meetings
are scheduled as needed.
The public is welcome to attend.
Upcoming Meetings: April 11,
May 9, June 27, August 8.
Beth Lajko I President
blajko@kingsleyschools.org
Vivien Snyder I Vice President
vsnyder@kingsleyschools.org
Kelly Saxton I Secretary
ksaxton@kingsleyschools.org
Tony Temple I Treasurer
ttemple@kingsleyschools.org
Heather Bartelmay I Trustee
hbartelmay@kingsleyschools.org
Max Anderson I Trustee
manderson@kingsleyschools.org
Mike Schueller I Trustee
mschueller@kingsleyschools.org

The Kingsley school board met on February 14 for a regular
meeting. Below is a recap of discussions and actions. To
read the meeting minutes in their entirety, and to see
archived meeting minutes, visit
www.kingsleyschools.org/board-of-education.
KHS WRITING/LITERATURE CLUB: A student has
requested the formation of this new club. Ms. Erin Kuhn,
KHS Spanish/English teacher, would be the advisor.
Benefits of the club would be extra writing practice, group
sharing, sense of belonging, and college application
participation. Ms. Kuhn expects to spend two hours a week
working on this club.
KMS PRINCIPAL SEARCH: The district made an offer to a
candidate. [Editor's Note: Heather Miller was hired and
confirmed at the March BOE meeting]
CAMERA SYSTEM UPGRADES: The district's IT director is
working on a districtwide camera system upgrade. The
upgrade will include an option for fiber optic to the playing
fields and cameras for the athletic buildings.
READING OF THE POLICIES: New policies were read for
the second time. Temporary COVID vaccination, testing, and
face covering proposed policies were dropped from the
original first reading.
KHS PRINCIPAL TO RETURN TO CLASSROOM: Mr. Mike
Moran wished to step down as the KHS principal
conditionally upon teaching in the district. The board
accepted his resignation conditional upon him returning to
the classroom.
NEW BASEBALL COACH: A motion was made to hire
Jason Ortin as the JV baseball coach pending background
check.
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On Tuesday, May 3, 2022, voters in the Kingsley
Area School District will be asked to vote to
renew the 18 mill operating tax levy.
This levy applies to only to industrial, commercial,
business, rental, and second homes and does not affect
the millage rate on owner-occupied primary residences.
Voters approved a four-year non-homestead operating
tax levies in 2014 and 2018. The millage will be expiring
at the end of this school year and requires
reauthorization.
The proposal will ask voters to again renew the 18.0 mill
operating levy to fully fund Kingsley Area Schools, as
prescribed by state law. The non-homestead operating
tax levy raises approximately $1.2 million each year and
represents about 7% if the district’s General Fund
budget.
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Frequently Asked Questions
What is an “operating millage?”
It is NOT a tax on homeowners. It is known as a “non-homestead- operating tax”
since primary residences are exempt from the tax. School districts must levy a local
property tax of 18-mills on non-homestead property - industrial, commercial,
business, rental, and second homes – in order for the district to receive its full perpupil funding from the State of Michigan. This operating millage helps fund the day-today- functions of the school district.

Is this a new Tax?
No. This proposal is a renewal of the non-homestead property tax last approved by
the voters in 2018. The term requested with the renewal is four (4) years, which is the
same time period as the expiring 18-mill operating tax levy.

Will my home property taxes go up if this passes?
No. Your home property tax rate will remain the same. For homeowners and
businesses alike, nothing will change: home owners don’t pay this tax anyway and
businesses will simply continue to pay a tax they’ve been paying all along.

Will my home property taxes go down if this is defeated?
No. Your home property tax rate will remain the same; the rate will drop only for
commercial, industrial, and rental businesses. However, if the proposal is defeated by
voters it would result in a loss of $1.2 million in operating revenue and a potential
reduction of educational programs offered by the school district.

Do businesses and commercial entities pay this operating tax in other
school districts?
Yes. Regardless of which school district a business may be located within Michigan,
in order for a school district to receive its full funding from the State of Michigan it
must levy the 18-mill operating tax.

Kingsley Community Events

