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Kingsley Softball Coaches Save Umpire's Life
During Game against Benzie Central
"I was in the first base box. It was the top of the first inning, we had
one out, and runners on first and second. The batter had one or two
strikes. Then, I heard a thud."
Kingsley Softball coach Jason Roelofs was retrieving a foul ball when
he whipped around to see home plate umpire Jeff Brunner collapsed
on the ground during their match against Benzie Central.
Coach Roelofs, alongside coach Matt Lyon and Kingsley parent Jason
Hamilton, rushed to his side. Coach Roelofs and Jason Hamilton both
serve as Grand Traverse County Sheriff's department deputies while
Coach Matt Lyon is a sergeant with the Michigan Department of
Corrections. (continued pg. 2)
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Cover Story: Softball Coaches Save Umpire's Life
All three off-duty law enforcement officials
immediately switched into work-mode to
assess the situation and administer aid.
"I got there, his eyes were glossed over,
rolled back, and you knew it wasn't good,"
said Coach Lyon. "He stopped breathing
and lost a pulse. Jason [Hamilton] was
kneeling beside him and started chest
compressions and I started opening up his
airway."
Meanwhile, Coach Roelofs sprinted 200
yards to his patrol car, which he had driven
to the softball diamond straight from a work
meeting, to grab the AED machine inside.
"Halfway through the first set of chest
compressions, Coach Roelofs got back with
the AED, so we hooked it up, and the
machine advised a shock. So we stepped
back and then resumed CPR. Halfway
through, Umpire Brunner began breathing
again," said Coach Lyon.
The coaches say that it was less than four
minutes between Umpire Brunner's fall and
revival.

As they waited for ambulances to arrive, he
even began speaking to them. He was
transported to Munson and deemed stable by
that evening.
Today, Umpire Brunner is alive and recovering
thanks to the quick actions of our Kingsley
hometown heroes.
Coach Roelofs says it was divine intervention
that he happened to have his patrol car and the
AED onsite during that game.

We've been on multiple calls together. He looks
at me, I look at him, you just don't need to say
anything. We know."
Coach Jamie Hawkins is thankful to his team
for staying calm during the chaos at that game.
"They handled themselves in a way that was
absolutely calm. How they handled it was on
their own, deciding to go behind the dugout and
start praying. They just decided the one thing
that they could do was get together and they
could pray."

"I'm not saying any of us are heroes or
anything like that, but we were gifted with the
ability and with the proper training. Right place,
right time, right equipment. The rest of it is kind
of not our will, it just sort of happened. The
patrol car was there for a reason, and thank
goodness."
Deputy Jason Hamilton credits the rescue in
part to his chemistry with Coach Roelofs, who
he has worked with at the Sheriff's Department
for years.
"We work really well together. We've worked
the same shift for probably 10-12 years with
the same days off, the same coverage.

Kingsley High School Baseball and Golf Teams Seek
Advertisers, Donations for Balls & Spikes Golf Scramble
Support our Baseball and Golf teams by becoming a
sponsor or donating auction items to the Balls & Spikes
Golf Scramble! The annual event, in remembrance of Tom
Sloan, is Saturday, August 27 at the Interlochen Golf
Course. Sponsorships start at $25. For $50 and up, you or
your business will get listed as a sponsor at the outing and
will also be put on a sign at the baseball field.

SIGN UP FOR
KINDERGARTEN!
If you have a child that will
be 5 years old on or before
September 1, 2022, and
you plan to enroll your
child in Kindergarten for
the 2022-2023 school year,
complete the form below.

Please mail to:
Kingsley Elementary School
Attn: Erin Lefler
311 Clark Street
Kingsley, MI 49649
Visit
www.kingsleyschools.org for
more information.

By Chloe Kiple

Scan QR code to learn
more and to donate!

9 Awesome Things that Happened
in Kingsley Schools this Spring
KMS, Elementary Participate in
Project ACES

Kingsley students participated in ACES, or All
Children Exercise Simultaneously, which happens
yearly on the first Wednesday in May.

KHS Showcases Student
Masterpieces with Art Attack

Friends of the Kingsley Public Library sponsored
the 12th annual Art Attack and awarded prizes for
best in show, juror's selection, painting, and
sculptures.

KMS Chalks their Walk

In recent weeks, the grades at KMS have faced
off in weekly competitions. On one Wednesday,
they competed for the best sidewalk chalk art.

KMS Hosts "Dress Like Your
Teacher" Spirit Day

Dining Staff Celebrates Cinco de
Mayo with Themed Lunch

Students matched their favorite educators in honor
of National Teacher Appreciation Week.

Each school's lunchroom faced off to create the most
festive lunch. Menu items included taco bars, red,
white, and green parfaits, and seven layer dips.

KMS Hosts Evening with the Arts

Choir sees Dear Evan Hansen

The band and art programs teamed up to present
an Evening with the Arts, featuring the final band
concert of the year and a student art showcase.

Choir director Andy Evans took some of his students to
Grand Rapids to see the critically-acclaimed
Broadway musical.

9th Graders go to MI
CareerQuest

More than 2,000 local 9th graders participated in
this hands-on event that helped students explore
career options and try their hand at using work
equipment and technology!

KHS Awards Students, Athletes,
and Scholarship Recipients

On May 18, KHS staff awarded honors to hundreds of
top students. Awards included Athlete of the Year,
Principal's Award, Classroom Awards, and more.

BOE Information

The Kingsley school board met on April 11 for a regular
meeting. Below is a recap of discussions and actions. To
read the meeting minutes in their entirety visit
www.kingsleyschools.org/board-of-education
MENTAL HEALTH: The E3 mental health services grant
that the school partnered with the health department to
get is coming to an end. We worked with the health
department to ensure that transitional services are
available until the end of the year. We will continue to
utilize K-Town, Pine Rest, and other local organizations
to refer students with greater mental health needs.
NEW SECURITY CAMERAS: The district's IT director
has narrowed down multiple bids for new cameras to
three vendors, ranging in price from $150,000-170,000.
The project will come to the board in upcoming months.
GRADE CALCULATIONS: Dr. Smith made a
presentation about the matter, a motion was made by the
Board to implement corrections needed to align the KHS
handbook and PowerSchool grade scales.

PURCHASES: Board members approved the purchase
of new projectors. They also approved the replacement
of elementary and middle school wireless access
points.

Our Board of Education meets monthly for regularly
scheduled meetings at 7PM in the High School library.
Special meetings are scheduled as needed. The public
is welcome to attend. Upcoming Meetings: June 27,
August 8, September 12.
Beth Lajko I President
blajko@kingsleyschools.org
Vivien Snyder I Vice President
vsnyder@kingsleyschools.org
Kelly Saxton I Secretary
ksaxton@kingsleyschools.org
Tony Temple I Treasurer
ttemple@kingsleyschools.org
Heather Bartelmay I Trustee
hbartelmay@kingsleyschools.org
Max Anderson I Trustee
manderson@kingsleyschools.org
Mike Schueller I Trustee
mschueller@kingsleyschools.org

Congratulations on your
Retirement!
The district thanks the following staff members for
their service to Kingsley Schools and wishes them
the best in their retirement!

Thank you, Kingsley voters, for renewing
the district's operating millage!
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ATHLETIC
DEPARTMENT NEWS
Senior Athletes of the Year
Varsity athletes and
coaching staff were asked
to vote for an athlete who
lettered in two sports and
best represented Kingsley
Schools through
athleticism, sportsmanship,
and school pride.
2022 Male Athlete of the Year: Gage Hessem
A 12-season athlete, Gage earned 11 varsity
letters in football, basketball, and Track & Field
In basketball, he was two-time 2nd Team All
Northwest Conference performer
In track, he earned All Northwest Conference
honors three times and was All Region in Track
& Field twice
He owns the Kingsley High School record in
the high jump, clearing 6'6" this season.
His coaches say he is an incredibly gifted multisport athlete who has the ability to take over a
game at any moment
Gage plans to run track at Ferris State
University next year where he is undecided on
major
2022 Female Athlete of the Year: Coral Bott
A 12-sesaon athlete, Coral earned ten varsity
letters in volleyball, basketball, and track
In volleyball, she was 2nd team All Northwest
Conference performer junior year, and 1st team
ALL NWC as a senior
In basketball, she earned honorable mention All
NWC sophomore year, was 2nd Team junior
year, and was a 1st team selection this year.
Her coaches say she is a great example of a
three-sport student athlete who worked hard,
played to win, and was a great teammate.
Coral will go to Alpena Community College next
fall to study business and cosmetology

Recent Athletes of the Week
The Kingsley Athletic's Department would like
to congratulate its Papano's Student Athletes of
the Week for the beginning of the Spring
season.
April 11: Hannah Grahn, Softball
The junior was 3-5 with a sacrifice fly RBI vs St.
Francis. She also excels in basketball!
April 18, Sierra Billiau, Softball/Track & Field
Sierra won the 400m dash and long jump vs
Mancelona. She carries a 3.78 GPA.
April 25: Grant Kolbusz, Track & Field
Grant won the 400m dash and was on the
winning 4x400m relay at the NWC Quad meet.
May 2: Kelsie Saxton, Track & Field
The pole-vaulter won the contest at the Reed
City invitational with a personal best 9'5" vault.
May 9: Riley Pierce, Baseball
The junior infielder is hitting .529 with three
doubles and seven RBIs. He has a 3.54 GPA.
May 16: Claire Dutton, Soccer
As a goalie, she stopped 38 shots-on-goal vs
Manistee and shut out Mason County Central!

The senior class of musicians presents band director Lance Dubay with a token of
appreciation at their final concert.

BAND NOTES
The band is finishing the year strong and looking forward to continuing to grow the bands
and the program in the 2022-2023 school year. This summer, band students will have the
opportunity to participate in Summer Band, which is one-on-one learning sessions with
Director of Bands Lance Dubay. Many new skills are added each summer during these
classes.
See the Band This Summer!
Come out and hear the Kingsley Jazz Prism perform at the Fife Lake 4th of July Parade
and the Cherry Royal Parade in Traverse City. The band also plans to participate in
Kingsley Heritage Days in August. And if you live in Kingsley, get ready to hear the
Marching Stags preparing their half-time show during Marching Band Camp, July 25-29.
Band Boosters News
For the first time, the band boosters were able to offer scholarships to graduating
members of the band. Three students have been selected to receive $500 scholarships as
they continue in music beyond high school. We are proud to congratulate Emma Reuther,
Nik VanWagner, and Kathryn Eggleston-Chimoski. They join the five Kingsley musicians
that are receiving scholarships from the Boosters to their summer band camps this year
as well. The purpose of Band Boosters is to support our student band musicians!
Senior Shoutouts
As the school year ends, the band would like to give special recognition to seniors that are
planning on focusing on music next year. Music is not something that ends at graduation,
all of our students will have the skills and ability to enjoy it for life!
Emma Reuther- majoring in music education at Aquinas College
Kathryn Eggleston-Chimoski- majoring in nursing, participating in marching band at
Northern Michigan University.
Annabelle Skrzypczak, Kaitlyn Wysocki, and Nik VanWagner will attend NMC and
participate in the band program, and Nik will participate in both the concert and jazz
programs.
Leann Porter- attending Northern Michigan University and participating in the
marching band.
Isabelle Goldammer- majoring in music education at Northern Michigan University.

Congratulations, Kingsley Varsity Football
Coach Tim Wooer, for being inducted into the

Michigan High School Football
Coaches' Association Hall of
Fame!
Coach Wooer has spent 31 seasons with the Kingsley Stags. In his
own words, he says he fosters a culture of "family, love, and
incredible hard work" while playing a style of football that is smashmouth and physical.
Coach Wooer will be inducted into the Hall of Fame at a ceremony
at the Best Western in Southfield, MI on Friday, June 24 at
5:30PM.

6th Annual Kingsley
Science Day
On May 13, Kingsley
eighth graders headed to
the school's 500-acre
property on Hammer Road
where KHS students in Mr.
Boone Scharp's
Wilderness class created
nine stations for them to
cycle through: firebuilding, survival
bracelets, geocaching,
naturalist training camp,
foraging and wild
mushrooms, macro
invertebrates, shelter
building, team building,
and projectiles!
The experience is a way
for middle school students
to meet their new high
school science teachers
while also being out in
nature. With 85 degree
heat and sunshine, it was
a perfect day to be
outside.

National Honor Society Volunteers with Peace Ranch
Kingsley's National Honor Society has partnered with Traverse City's Peace
Ranch and will conduct volunteer service days at the property at least twice
a year. The Peace Ranch offers equine-assisted psychotherapy and horse
therapy for those who experience or have experienced trauma, anxiety, and
other mental health issues.
"There's kind of physical therapy and occupational therapy that horses do.
At Peace Ranch, we take horses that have had some trauma, and we partner
them with humans that have had trauma, and we let the magic and the
healing happen for both the horses and the humans," said program director
Chad Brown.
Kingsley's NHS students spent May 18 cleaning up the ranch grounds,
updating first aid kits, clearing trails, and planting flowers, among other
things.
"We would like to create a relationship so that we are here at least twice a
year in the fall and in the spring, helping them take care of the grounds or
any type of volunteer stuff that they need," said NHS director and Kingsley
teacher Kelly Knight. "I think it's great for the kids to be outside, to work
together, and to be around the animals as well."

KINGSLEY'S LIFE
SKILLS CLASS
PERFORMS
PLAY WITH
OPENSPOT
THEATRE CO.
On April 27, Kingsley Middle School's Life Skills class performed
a play with the OpenSpot Theatre company.

"OpenSpot promotes theatre for all, so
something that my students wouldn't
normally
have
the
chance
to
participate in, they got to do. My
students blossomed. We had some
students that were like 'um, no thank
you' on the first day, and they ended
up being one of the best actors in the
play, so we're super proud."
-Life Skills Teacher Sarah DeMoulpied

OpenSpot's mission is to promote theater for all ages and
abilities. The Michigan nonprofit started in Metro Detroit and their
Kingsley performance was the organization's first in Northern
Michigan.
Instructors Shelby Eppich and Jane Kittendorf wrote the play
especially for the students in Mrs. Sarah DeMoulpied's Life Skills
class and they worked with the students for six weeks leading up
to the show.
"We worked on basic acting skills, lots of social skills such as
being brave and doing things that we don't normally do and trying
new things," said Life Skills teacher Sarah DeMoulpied.
Each student in the show got to pick their own character. The play
included Perry the Platapus, Spongebob, Batman, and other
familiar faces.
"The performance went amazing. The kids picked their own
characters and you can really see their personality shine through
that way. It is a theater class but it's also a social skills class and
they're learning how to be more confident in themselves," said
OpenSpot instructor's aide Jane Kittendorf."
Lead Instructor Shelby Eppich says she was blown away by the
students' willingness to learn and abilities to absorb the material
so quickly.
"The kids pushed my limits every day in the way of learning new
things. You give the time and dedication to this kind of art form
and everyone can succeed!" she said. "We want to see them grow
and become a different person. We want to spread awareness that
accessibility is so needed in this type of artform and the world in
general."
To learn more about OpenSpot Theatre visit openspottheatre.com

A night to remember!
Kingsley High School students celebrated Prom at Greystone Manor on May 7, 2022.

